34           .                    VENETIA.
screner tlian of yore ; that there were less domestic broils than in old days; that her son was more dutiful; and, as she could not help suspecting, though she found it difficult to analyse the cause, herself more amiable. The truth was, Lady Annabel always treated Mrs. Cadurcis with studied respect; and the children, and especially Yenetia, followed1 her example. Mrs. Cadurcis' self-complacency was not only less shocked, but more gratified, than before ; and this was the secret of her happiness. For no one was more mortified by her rages, when they were past, than Mrs. Cadiir-cis herself; she felt they compromised her dignity, and had lost her all moral command over a child whom she loved at the bottom of her heart with a kind of wild passion, though she would menace and strike him, and who often precipitated these paroxysms by denying his mothei that duty and affection which were, after all, the great charm and pride of her existence.
As Mrs. Cadurcis was unable to walk to Cherbury, and as Plantagenet soon fell into the habit of passing every morning at the hall, Lady Annabel was frequent in her visits to the mother, and soon she persuaded Mrs. Cadurcis to order the old postchaise regularly on Saturday, and remain at Cherbury until the following Monday ; by these means both families united together in the chapel at divine service, while the presence of Dr. Masham, at their now-increased Sunday dinner, was an incident in the monotonous life of Mrs. Cadurcis far from displeasing to her. The Doctor gave her a little news of the neighbourhood, and of the country in general; amused her with an occasional anecdote of the Queen and the young Princesses, and always lent her the last number of ' Sylvanus Urban.'
This weekly visit to Cherbnry, the great personal attention which she alvrays received there, and the frequent morning walks of Lady Annabel to the abbey, effectually repressed on the whole the jealousy which was a character. istic of Mrs. Cadurcis' nature, and which the constant absence of her son from her in the mornings might otherwise